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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

REPORT: THE AWAS CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

19" November Spm

Following our very pleasant October BBQ event we decided to have our Christmas
celebration this year at our studio and make use of the Council‘s free BBQ, located just
behind our studio. With everyone contributing to the salad/sweets-to share table, we
certainly were treated to a delicious and varied celebratory Christmas meal.

We had around 30 attend the evening. Once again Kevin Scanlon and Graham Healy did a
great job on the BBQ and once again no photos, as there was so much chat | again forgot to
take any pics! | think | need a backup photographer. Thank you to all who contributed to the
lucky door prize hamper, the delicious food we all enjoyed, and the convivial company.



REPORT: “ART AT THE FAIR” NOVEMBER €™, St bavid’s Albury

On November 8" AWAS members again participated in “Art at the Fair” at Albury St David’s
Uniting Church. It is a one-day art show and paintings were not necessarily for sale.
Artworks were collected from the studio and delivered back there the following Tuesday.
Thank you to those members who contributed to this display. The above photo includes
works by other artists in our community, as well as those by AWAS members.

The 3 AWAS display screens used are on loan to St David’s Uniting Church for this annual
event and are conveniently stored at the church.

AWAS NEWS

A new studio access device with new code has been installed for our studio.
Please contact me, the Secretary, if you need the new code on 0497108 076
Members who attended our Christmas event were given the code, so ask around.

Make sure the last person in the studio when you leave knows the code, so they can
securely replace the access key when they leave!

Thank you to those members who have donated replacement tools for our toolbox and
items for our first aid kit. (These went missing, along with items in our fridge, when an
unauthorised person gained access to the studio recently).

Donating items to AWAS.

Please let the secretary know of any items that you leave in the studio for others to use.
There have been instances where easels, canvases, sketch books, reference books, art
magazines, and boxes of paint/crayons etc have been left untouched for a long time in our
storeroom, until we suspect the owner has long gone!

Put your name on items, even your artwork, that you need to leave at the studio so owners
can be contacted. Note that we have limited storage space.



AWAS EXHIBITIONS

STUDIO EXHIBITION. The Studio Exhibition that was hung in November continues until
January 14t. (Members bring in new works Tuesday 13t January.)

Please don't forget to collect your work from previous exhibitions.

WODONGA PLANT FARM GARDEN GALLERY CAFE EXHIBITION:

It is gift giving time, so this is your chance to submit works for sale that are suitable for
gifts. The price for each artwork is capped at $150.

“Summer Sale” is to be hung December 9th. Bring your artwork in to the plant farm at
2.30pm that day. The next changeover there is on February 10t.

Still Life by Tanya Healy

2026 Plant Farm Exhibitions:

Early Notice for Plant farm so you can think
about it over the holiday period.

February- Animal Life

April- Patterns

June- Sunshine and/or Shadow
August- Plant Life

October- Land, Sea or Sky

December-  Summer Sale

AWAS REGULAR SATURDAY SESSIONS

ACRYLIC/MIXED MEDIA

This regular Saturday session is usually the 2@ Saturday of the month, but being busy
December, it may be more convenient for the regular participants to meet at a different time,
so contact the coordinator: Jill on 0412 477 804.

PORTRAITS

We still do not have a permanent coordinator, so these sessions only occur occasionally
when a member organises a model. The cancelled November session may be run early next
year.

LIFE DRAWING

Our regular Monthly Saturday Life Drawing is on again on Saturday 6" December 1-4pm.
To book in, text the coordinator, Olga, on 0447 770 735 and she will email details.

Note that the cost is $25 for members. (Cash payment preferred).

All AWAS members are invited to participate in the Life drawing sessions. While it is
untutored, it is well worth the experience and we can learn from each other!

Olga is organizing the AWAS 4 day January Life Drawing Marathon at our studio and
participants in that event are invited to join the group exhibition of Life Drawing in Gateway
Gallery afterwards.



JANUARY LIFE DRAWING MARATHON

Untutored 4-day Life Drawing Marathon January 2026

AWAS Studio
Friday 9th January to Monday 12th January

This is a great way to
start the year: life
drawing sharpens
your observation
Skills and is a great
way to really focus on
developing your skills
in rendering form,
whatever art medium
you choose to use.
No matter what your
experience is, this
could be a great
stimulation for a

really creative 2026
for you!
TIMETABLE
Fri 9th. Sat 10th. Sun 11th. Mon 12th
9am - 12pm. 9am - 12pm. 9am - 12pm. 9am - 12pm
1pm - 4pm. 1pm - 4pm. 1pm - 4pm. 1pm - 4pm
6pm - 9pm. 6pm - 9pm

Note there are 3 sessions on Friday and Sunday and
2 sessions on Saturday and Monday.

Cost per session is $25 members and $30 non -members.
Booking essential: text Olga 0447770735.

You may attend one or more sessions. Set-up time 10mins before session starts.

Session format:

Start with some 1minute poses (warmup) then 5,10 and 20minute poses.
Short 20minute break at half time.

Then we continue with the longer poses.



The evening sessions of the 4 Day Life Drawing
Marathon have stage lighting projected onto the
models. Coloured lighting is on the Friday evening
session, and the neutral contrasting spotlight is on
Sunday evening. (For these sessions you need
headtorch or small desk lamp).

What to bring:

You need to bring all your own art materials, including
bulldog clips if you are working on boards. Easels,
boards, tables and chairs are provided as well as
morning and afternoon tea/ coffee. You need to

bring your own headtorch for the evening session
because the room will be dark and you won’t see your
drawing.

We start promptly in the set times so you need to arrive 10 minutes early to set up your work
space. Doors are locked when we start to avoid disruptions and as courtesy to the models.
Late comers will have to wait till half time to gain entrance.

The marathon is open to anyone who is interested, though keep in mind it is untutored.
Newcomers are very welcome. We have people from varied art backgrounds attending.
Give it a try if you haven't been yet.

Hope to see you there.
Olga

To do this month:
e Book in for Life Drawing this Saturday, 6t December

e Book in for the 4 day January Life Drawing Marathon.

e Tuesday 9t December bring your new painting in to the Plant Farm Exhibition

¢ In nice weather go outdoors and do some drawing/painting.

e Come to the nice air- conditioned studio on hot days and do some artwork.

e Check out some art events, galleries (eg Hyphen & MAMA) and Christmas lights
in the region.

e Prepare an artwork to go into the studio next month (January 13t)

Planning for AWAS events after the January:

Tutored Workshops for 2026:

March 27 and 28 - Acrylics with Sue Hourigan

End of April - pan pastels with Chrissy Murray for return visit and again she will bring all the
materials we will use.

October — Watercolours with Terry Jarvis — back again by popular demand.

AWAS Meetings: Formal General Meeting February 18t 1.30pm



Exhibitions to visit
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Paintings, Photographs

Sculptural, Glass, Ceramics &
2 Youth Prizes

12-17 & 6-11 Years
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Last Years Grang K858 A group of AWAS artists using 19th Jan - 14th Feb
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Opening Night, ART Awards Presentation & Members Christmas Function

Friday 28 November at 7pm

!’ GATEWAY GALLERY
Lincoln Causeway, Wodonga
gateway  Phone:(02) 6021 3073
ga| |ery www.gatewaygallery.au
y : @gatewaygalleryau

May the timeless message of Christmas
Sill your heart and home
With joy now and throughout the coming year.
Have a wonderful Christmas and a blessed New Year!

Christmas Lights at 614 McLarin St Thurgoona. Visit and donate to the Cancer Centre!



